CAP 804 Part I

Flight Crew Licensing: Mandatory Requirements, Policy and Guidance

Subpart 2	UK National Private Pilots Licence – NPPL(A)
with a Microlight Aeroplane Class Rating

1

Applicability
The holder of a UK NPPL(A) or UK issued licence endorsed with a microlight aeroplane
class rating may exercise the privileges of the licence to fly microlight aeroplanes
registered in the UK within UK airspace. Entry of the airspace of other countries is
subject to permission by the relevant authorities in those countries and exemption from
the licence restriction by the CAA.

2

Privileges
The privileges and conditions of the UK NPPL(A) Microlight Aeroplanes are as defined
in Part A of Schedule 7 to the ANO (2009), See Section 7, Part B.

3

Requirements
3.1

Classifications

3.2

Minimum Age

3.3

Medical Requirements

3.4

Licence Validity

3.5

Theoretical Knowledge Examination (Microlight)

3.6

Powered Parachute

3.7

Theoretical Knowledge Examination (Powered Parachute)

3.8

Flight Test

3.9

UK Flight Radiotelephony operator’s Licence (FRTOL)

3.10

Revalidation/Renewal

3.11

Issue of Class Rating and Differences Training

3.12

Issue of Microlight aeroplane Class Rating on the basis of a SEP(Land) Class
Rating

3.13

Exercising the privileges on Microlight aeroplanes on the basis of a SEP(Land)
Class Rating

3.1

Classifications

3.1.1

Current microlight aeroplanes have 1 of 3 alternative forms of control: conventional
3-axis; weight shift (flex wing); or powered parachute.

3.1.2

Pilots who undertake their training in a 3-axis or weight shift microlight will be granted
an NPPL with “Microlight” rating. Holders of such licences may fly 3-axis or weight shift
microlights subject to satisfactory completion of appropriate differences training in
each case.

3.1.3

Pilots who undertake their training in a powered parachute microlight (as set out within
paragraph 3.6) will be granted an NPPL(A) with a “Microlight – Powered Parachute
only” rating. Holders of such licences may have the rating replaced with a
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“Microlight” rating subject to satisfactory completion of any additional training and
experience (including conversion training) in a 3-axis or weight shift microlight to show
compliance with the requirements for the microlight rating.
A Microlight aeroplane is defined in Article 255 of the Air Navigation Order as follows:
‘Microlight aeroplane’ means an aeroplane designed to carry not more than two persons
which has:
(a) a maximum total weight authorised not exceeding:
(i) 300kg for a single seat landplane, (or 390kg for a single seat landplane of which
at least 51% was built by an amateur, or non-profit making association of amateurs,
for their own purposes and without any commercial objective, in respect of which
a permit to fly issued by the CAA was in force prior to 1st January 2003);
(ii) 450kg for a two-seat landplane; or
(iii) 330kg for a single seat amphibian or floatplane; or
(iv)495kg for a two-seat amphibian or floatplane; or
(v) 315kg for a single seat landplane equipped with an airframe mounted total
recovery parachute system; or
(vi) 472.5kg for a two-seat landplane equipped with an airframe mounted total
recovery parachute system; and
(b) a stalling speed, or minimum steady flight speed in the landing configuration, at the
maximum total weight authorised not exceeding 35 knots calibrated airspeed.
All aeroplanes falling within these parameters are Microlight aeroplanes for the purpose
of UK legislation.
3.2

Minimum Age
An applicant for an NPPL(A) Microlight (or Microlight–Powered Parachute) shall be at
least 17 years of age. The minimum age for the first solo flight is 16 years of age.

3.3

Medical Requirements
An applicant for an NPPL(A) shall hold a valid NPPL medical declaration or a Part-MED
Class 1, 2 or LAPL medical certificate. For information regarding the medical requirements
for the NPPL Medical Declaration please refer to Section 4, Part N, or the CAA web site
at www.caa.co.uk/medical.

3.4

Licence Validity
The NPPL(A) is issued with lifetime validity. The microlight class rating added to an
NPPL(A) or UK national licence shall remain valid for 24 months from the date of check
or test.

3.5

Flying Training/Experience Requirements
Applicants may obtain either an “unrestricted“ licence or a “restricted” licence (which
includes operational limitations).

3.5.1

NPPL(A) Microlight – Restricted with Operational Limitations
Applicants shall be required to complete a minimum of 15 hours training as pilot of
microlight aeroplanes.
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This shall include not less than 7 hours as PIC, which shall be flown in the 9 months prior
to the date of application for licence issue. In addition, applicants will be required to
pass an NPPL(A) Microlight General Skill Test.
When an NPPL(A) Microlight is issued with operational limitations, it will impose the
constraints as listed in Part II to CAP 804, Section 5, Part A, Subpart 2, 2.1, on the licence
holder.
3.5.2

NPPL(A) Microlight – without Operational Limitations
An applicant shall complete a minimum of 25 hours training as pilot of a microlight
aeroplane.
The total must include not less than 10 hours as PIC in the 9 months prior to the date of
application.
A minimum total of 5 hours navigation flying training must be completed within the
period of 9 months immediately prior to licence application or an application to remove
operational limitations from an existing licence.
The required navigation flying training includes a minimum of 3 hours of solo navigation
flying training to be completed within the 9 month period.
The navigation flight training must include two solo qualifying cross-country flights.
Each solo qualifying cross country flight must have:
• a minimum total flight distance of 40 nautical miles;
• a landing at another site which is at least 15 nautical miles, measured in a straight
line, from the take-off site at which the flight began
The two solo qualifying cross-country flights must be flown over different routes and to
different sites.

3.5.3

Credits from Flying Training
Allowances against training for the grant of an NPPL(A) Microlight may be given for
holders of other licences (UK/Part-FCL/NPPL or Non-UK), military flying experience and
other qualifications. For full details, see Part II to CAP 804, Section 5, Part A, Appendix 1.

3.5.4

Theoretical Knowledge Examination (Microlight)
An applicant for an NPPL(A) Microlight shall pass theoretical knowledge examinations
in the following subjects:
1.

Aviation Law, Flight Rules and Procedures

2. Human Performance and Limitations
3. Navigation
4. Meteorology
5. Aircraft (General)
6. Aircraft (Type) (Oral as part of the NPPL(A) Microlight GFT).
An applicant for an NPPL(A) Microlight shall pass all the examinations within 24 months
prior to applying for the licence.
Details of the NPPL(A) Microlight syllabi of flying training, flight tests and theoretical
knowledge requirements can be found in Part II to CAP 804, Section 5, Part A, Appendix 1.
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3.6

Powered Parachute

3.6.1

Pilots who undertake their training in a powered parachute microlight will be granted an
NPPL(A) with a “Microlight – Powered Parachute only” rating. Holders of such licences
may have the rating replaced with a “Microlight” rating subject to satisfactory completion
of additional training and experience (including conversion training) in a 3-axis or weight
shift microlight to show compliance with the requirements for the Microlight rating as
set out in CAP 804 Part II, Subpart 2 for UK NPPL(A) Microlight.
All flying training must be carried out under the supervision of a flying instructor holding
a valid AFI rating or an FI rating on the type of powered parachute on which the training
is conducted. Flight in any powered parachute is acceptable and must follow either the
dual training system for a two seat aeroplane or the solo training system for a single
seat aeroplane.
Applicants may obtain either an “unrestricted” licence or a “restricted” licence (which
includes operational limitations).

3.6.2

Restricted Licence with Operational Limitations
Applicants must produce evidence of having satisfactorily completed a course of
training to a syllabus recognised by the CAA and have passed a GFT with an authorised
examiner. The syllabus of training must provide for a minimum of:
a) 4 hours of flight time in a powered parachute including not less than:
i) 1 hour as solo PIC; and
ii) not less than 25 take-offs and full stop landings of which at least 6 must be as solo
PIC in the 9 months prior to the date of application.
The Flight Test time can be included in the minimum 4 hours of flight training, but cannot
form part of the 1 hour required as PIC. The licence will impose the constraints listed in
Part II to CAP 804, Section 5, Part A, Subpart 2, 2.1, on the licence holder.

3.6.3

Unrestricted Licence without Operational Limitations
Applicants must produce evidence of having satisfactorily completed a course of
training to a syllabus recognised by the CAA and pass a Flight Test. The syllabus of
training must provide for a minimum of:
a) 15 hours of flight time in a powered parachute supervised by a flying instructor. The
total must include not less than:
i) 6 hours as solo PIC;
ii) 25 take-offs and full stop landings of which, at least 6 take-offs and full stop
landings must be as solo PIC;
iii) 5 hours training in navigation including at least 3 hours as solo PIC and must
include 2 solo 25 NM crosscountry flights during each of which the applicant
landed at least at 1 other site not less than 10 NM from the take-off site at which
the flight began. The 2 solo cross-country flights must be flown over different
routes and to different sites.
The solo hours must be flown within the 9 months prior to the date of application. The
Flight Test time can be included in the minimum 15 hours flight training, but cannot form
part of the 6 hours required as PIC.

3.6.4

Credits from Flying Training
Non-UK licence holders and military pilots who have previous experience on Powered
Parachutes may be eligible for credits towards training. For details, see Part II to
CAP 804, Section 5, Part A, Appendix 1.
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3.7

Theoretical Knowledge Examination (Powered Parachute)

3.7.1

An applicant for a Powered Parachute licence must pass theoretical knowledge
examinations in the following subjects:
1.

Aviation Law, Flight Rules and Procedures

2. Human Performance and Limitations
3. Navigation
4. Meteorology
5. Aircraft (General)
6. Aircraft (Type) (Oral as part of the GFT).
Examinations 1, 2, 3 and 4 are common to Microlights and Powered Parachutes. The
Aircraft (General) and Aircraft (Type) are specific to Powered Parachutes.
An applicant for an NPPL(A) Powered Parachute shall successfully pass all the
examinations within 24 months prior to applying for the licence.
3.7.2

Credits from Examinations
a) The holder of a valid Non-UK Pilot’s licence (Aeroplanes) issued by another ICAO
Contracting State may be credited the examinations in Navigation, Meteorology,
Aircraft (General) and Aircraft (Type).
b) A QMP in the UK Armed Forces may be credited the examinations in Navigation,
Meteorology and Aircraft (General).
c) A holder of a valid UK or another ICAO Contracting State’s Flight Navigator’s Licence
and UK Military Navigators may be credited the examinations in Navigation and
Meteorology.
Holders of a current BMAA FLM or BHPA PPG or SPHG Pilot Rating should contact the
BMAA for details of the allowable credits.

3.8

Flight Test
Applicants shall pass the General Flight Test conducted by a CAA authorised Microlight
Examiner in a Microlight.
Applicants shall pass the General Flight Test conducted by a CAA authorised Powered
Parachute Examiner in a Powered Parachute.
Pilots who intend to operate Radio Telephony equipment must comply with FRTOL
requirements.

3.9

UK Flight Radiotelephony operator’s Licence (FRTOL)
Pilots who intend to operate radiotelephony equipment shall hold an FRTOL.
Full details of the FRTOL requirements are contained in CAP 804, Section 6.

3.10

Revalidation/ Renewal

3.10.1

Revalidation
To revalidate a Microlight rating attached to a UK PPL(A) (only if attached before
1 February 2008) or UK PPL (Microlight), the holder may complete the following on the
appropriate class of aircraft during the validity of the current certificate of revalidation
for the rating:
• Complete an NPPL GST, or 5 hours flight time in the appropriate class in the preceding
13 months.
Of the 5 hours experience required above, 3 hours must have been as PIC.The remaining
time may be made up of:
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a) PICUS flight time gained with a flying instructor on a successful check flight or with
an authorised Examiner on a successful Flight Test for the grant or revalidation of a
rating in a PPL; or
b) dual flying instruction flown with a flying instructor but only if, at the end of the dual
flight or flights, the instructor considered the pilot was fit to fly as PIC, and so certifies
in the log.
Important Note 1: The holder may elect instead to revalidate his rating/s in accordance
with the requirements of a NPPL licence holder as listed below. However, once such an
election has been made, all future revalidations will be on the 12 hour, 24 month cycle
rather than the 5 hour, 13 month cycle.
To revalidate a Microlight aircraft class rating attached to an NPPL(A), the holder shall
complete the following during the 24 month validity of the current certificate of
revalidation for the rating:
a) Complete a General skill test; or
b) at least 12 hours flight time to include:
i) at least 8 hours as pilot in command;
ii) at least 12 take-offs and 12 landings;
iii) at least 1 hour of flying training with an instructor entitled to give instruction on
aeroplanes of that class; and
iv) at least 6 hours in the 12 months preceding the validity expiry date.
Where the holder has not undertaken the flying training specified above a certificate of
revalidation may be issued but it shall be endorsed “single seat only”.
Where the holder wishes to revalidate more than one class rating they may comply with
the requirements above in any of the relevant classes but must carry out at least 1 hour
PIC or 1 hour dual instruction in each of the classes as part of the 12 hours flight time.
NOTE 1: Schedule 7 of the Air Navigation Order 2009 specifies that a Microlight rating
on a UK PPL shall be revalidated by experience in accordance with the 5 hours
in 13 months arrangements. However, the CAA has issued a general
exemption to allow the holder of a UK PPL(A) to maintain such a rating in
accordance with the NPPL requirements set out in this section (12 hours in
24 months) as if the rating were associated with an NPPL.
NOTE 2: Schedule 7 of the Air Navigation Order 2009 specifies that a Microlight rating
on a CPL(A) or ATPL(A) shall be revalidated by experience in accordance with
the requirements set out in this section; (i.e. the 12 hours in 24 months cycle).
However, the CAA has issued a general exemption to allow the holder of a
UK CPL(A) or ATPL(A) who obtained their Microlight rating prior to 1 February
2008 to continue to re-validate that rating using the 5 in 13 months system
as set out in Case A Section 1 of Part C of Schedule 7 – i.e. in the same manner
as for the microlight aeroplane class rating on a UK PPL(A).
Refer to Part II to CAP 804, Section 5, Part A, Subpart 2, 3.10.1 for supplemental
information.
3.10.2

Renewal
To renew a Microlight class rating that has expired for not more than 5 years, applicants
shall hold a valid NPPL Medical Declaration or Part-MED Class 1, 2 or LAPL medical
certificate and pass the NPPL GST in the microlight to include an oral theoretical
knowledge examination.
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Where a Microlight class rating has expired by more than 5 years applicants shall
undergo a course of refresher flying training in microlights as specified by an instructor
qualified to give instruction on microlights, hold a valid NPPL Medical Declaration or
Part-MED Class 1, 2 or LAPL medical certificate, and pass the NPPL GST in a microlight,
to include an oral theoretical knowledge examination.
3.11

Issue of Class Rating and Differences Training

3.11.1

Applicants wishing to add a Microlight aircraft class rating to a UK licence must undergo
appropriate training and pass a General Flight Test.

3.11.2

Microlight pilots wishing to convert between weightshift and 3-axis microlight control
systems, or to a microlight with more than one engine, shall undertake differences
training given by a flight instructor entitled to instruct on the microlight aeroplane on
which instruction is being given. The training must be completed, recorded in the pilot’s
personal flying log book and endorsed and signed by the instructor conducting the
differences training.

3.12

Exercising licence privileges on SSEA, SLMG and Microlight aeroplanes on the
basis of a SEP (Land) Class Rating
The SEP Class rating includes the SSEA. The holder of a UK/Part-FCL licence (not NPPL)
with a SEP rating, may, subject to differences training on the appropriate class with a
suitably qualified instructor, exercise the privileges of their licence on microlight aircraft
or SLMG. However, any experience gained in microlight aircraft or SLMG cannot be
counted towards the flying experience necessary to maintain the full SEP or TMG
privileges of their UK/ Part-FCL licence.
If the holder of a UK national aeroplane licence (not a JAR-FCL or Part-FCL licence) that
includes a valid SEP rating no longer qualifies for a Class 1 or 2 medical (JAR or PartMED) but obtains a LAPL medical certificate or NPPL medical declaration, the licence
holder may continue to fly SSEA, SLMG or Microlight aeroplanes, subject to the
condition of the applicable general exemption in the Official Record Series 4 – currently
ORS4 995. The exemption may be found on the CAA website at HYPERLINK “http://
www.caa.co.uk” www.caa.co.uk , however this provision is restricted to the remaining
validity of the SEP when the Class 1 or 2 medical certificate becomes invalid. An SEP
rating cannot be revalidated or renewed unless the holder has a valid Class 1 or 2
medical certificate in accordance with Part-MED. When the SEP expires the holder
must convert to a licence for which he holds the appropriate medical – i.e. a LAPL(A) or
NPPL(A).
All UK national licences (non-JAR, non Part-FCL) cease to be valid for any EASA aircraft
from 8th April 2018 onwards.

3.13

Issue of Microlight Aeroplane Class Rating on the basis of an SEP(Land) Class
Rating
Provided that an SEP aeroplane class rating is valid in a UK national licence, an Examiner
may revalidate the SEP aircraft class rating as a Microlight aircraft class rating. The
Examiner makes the relevant entry in the Certificate of Revalidation page in the holder’s
licence, entering the revalidation date in the “Date of Check orTest” column and entering
the “Valid To” date as 24 months later. The holder must then apply to PL for the inclusion
of the Microlight Class Rating in their licence as the Examiner is not permitted to make
entries in the ratings page of the licence.
If the SEP rating or the licence has expired, application for an NPPL with the required
ratings should be made to the BMAA (for Microlight) or the LAA for SSEA/SLMG.
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Exercising the privileges on Microlight aeroplanes on the basis of an SEP(Land)
Class Rating
The holder of a UK issued licence or any Part-FCL licence with an SEP rating, may,
subject to differences training on the appropriate class with a suitably qualified instructor,
exercise the privileges of their licence on microlight aircraft. However, any experience
gained in microlight aircraft cannot be counted towards the flying experience necessary
to maintain the full SEP or TMG privileges.

3.15

Requirements for the Training and Testing for a Microlight Seaplane Rating
The training requirements for the addition of a microlight seaplane rating require the
applicant to produce evidence of having satisfactorily completed 5 hours instruction in
single-engine microlight seaplanes or 6 hours in multi-engine microlight seaplanes,
similar to that required for the SEP(Sea) and MEP(Sea) Class ratings.
Applicants will also be required to pass the seamanship examination and pass a Flight
test with a suitably authorised Examiner.

4

UK Interpretive and Explanatory Material (IEM)
The Microlight course training syllabus requirements can be found in Part II to CAP 804,
Section 5, Part A, Subpart 2.

5

Additional Information
None.
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